Promote the Vote Workshop Script

This workshop is designed to be led by 2 trainers taking the roles A & B as shown below.  It can be adapted to be led by more than 2 trainers or by 1 person on their own.

The notes in blue are for anyone supporting the trainers to lead a workshop.  
Where the word ‘slide’ appears, the text which follows is on a slide included in our Powerpoint presentation.  You can run the workshop without any slides.
Where ** appears, support materials can be downloaded and printed off from our website.  You can find them under the relevant section number on our Workshops page (accessed via clicking on the green button on our home page).

You may find our Equipment Checklist **, ‘Set-up checklist ** and Ground rules for workshop ** useful.
Section 1:  Warm-up 
A: We are here to talk about voting.
Say names

B: Voting is your chance to help choose the people who run the country, 
your local area and Europe.  Voting is about making choices, so we would 
like you all to tell us your name and answer this question…

A: What is the one thing 
you would change 
if you had a magic wand?

B: My name is…and I would…

A: My name is…and I would…
B: Now over to you.  What is your name and what is the one thing you would change…?
You may wish to choose your own warm-up for this.  The aim is for the group to get to know each other and feel comfortable together. 

We have found having a workshop mascot for people to hold at this point can be useful for those who are nervous in a group. We chose a rabbit.
Section 2: Starting questions 
B: We need to find out what you know about voting and politics before we start.   Please answer our 5 questions on the sheet ** – thumb up for yes, thumb up for no, thumb in the middle if you are not sure.  

A: We will ask you the same questions at the end of the workshop to find out if you have learnt anything from us today.
(Each question is on a slide)
B:  Question 1 – Do you know how to vote?
A: Question 2 – Do you know what an election is?
B: Question 3 – Do you know anything about politics?
A: Question 4 – Do you know what an MP is?
B: Question 5 – Do you know what things are affected by politics?
Section 3: Choices & decisions 
Exercise 1: Hold up picture of a street, and give out copies to group.
B: A lot of different things are affected by politics.  We are going to have a look at a picture of a street.  Politics is all about people making decisions about different things that affect everyone. We can all vote for the people who make those decisions.’

A: (Slide) Find everything in this picture that is affected by politics and put an arrow sticker** on it.  
After this exercise:

B: You can see from this that almost everything is affected by politics, so it’s really important that you have your say by voting.

A: (Slide) When you are deciding who to vote for, it is important to decide which things are most important to you.  Then you can find someone to vote for who agrees with you about these things.

Exercise 2: Cards with issues affected by politics **
B: These cards have a lot of things on them.  (Slide) This is your task: Decide in your group which 3 things on the cards are most important to you.  Explain to everyone why you have chosen these things. 
After feedback:

A: (Slide) Deciding what is important for you can help you to find the political party which shares your views, and will get your vote.
Section 4: How to vote
B: To be able to vote in an election the first stage is to register – we have forms ** here if you would like to do this.   It’s very simple.  We can also take them away and post them for you.

A: We are not saying you have to vote, but we are saying that if you aren’t registered to vote, you can’t decide on the day there is an election that you want to do it, perhaps because you have heard about it on the TV.  
You have to think ahead to get on the list called the electoral roll.  Once your name is on the list, you can vote the next time there is an election.

B: The next time an election is happening you will receive a poll card in the post.  It tells you the date of the election and where you go to vote. 
Optional - A: We will show you a short bit from a dvd about what happened when Kenny got his pollcard.

B: There are 9 different stages when you vote.  We will call out each stage and want you to find the right picture ** for each one.

Give out sets of pictures.
B: 1. Register to vote



A: 2. Receive poll card
B: 3. After 7am on the day of the election, go to the polling station (this is where you vote).

A: 4. Collect your ballot paper (it has the names of the people you vote for).

B: 5. Go into polling booth (which is a private place to vote).

A: 6. Put cross on ballot paper
B: 7. Put your vote in the box

A: 8. Polls close at 10pm


B: 9. All the votes are counted
A: Now mix all the cards up and put them back in right order.  

Give out sheets with 9 Stages of Voting ** for people to take away.
B: (Slide) We need to explain to you now about our voting champions plan.  We want to have a mini election.  If you would like to be a candidate, choose three things which you think will make other people want to vote for you.  It does not have to be something serious.  Perhaps you really like cake and would like to start a National Cake Day.  Give your name to us and we will put it on a ballot paper **.

 Optional - A: We would like to show you a 10 minute dvd about Danny who doesn’t agree with voting and wants to rule the country on his own.

Section 5: Register to Vote

This is when the Promote the Vote team usually has a lunchbreak.  Ballot papers for the mini election are prepared at this time, and people given the opportunity to register to vote if they want to.
Section 6: It’s Your Right to Vote!

See our suggested role play scripts **, or make up your own. 

Role play 1:
“I can’t get to the polling station.”
One person at home with their pollcard, upset because they think they can’t vote because they can’t get to the polling station.  The other person explains about postal voting or voting by proxy.
After role play 1:

B: Even though we did all that stuff in the morning about going to the polling station, you don’t have to do it that way.  If you can’t get down there, or don’t want to, or maybe you are on holiday and not at home that day, you can ask for a postal vote.  
The phone number to do this is on the poll card.  You can also ask someone else to vote on your behalf – this is called voting by proxy.
Role play 2:
“You can’t vote.”   
One person bullies other person about whether they are capable of voting.
After role play 2:

A: No one else can tell you that you can’t vote.  If you want to vote, and you have registered to do it, it’s your right - just like almost everyone else over the age of 18 in this country.
Role play 3:
We suggest that the trainers use a particular local issue that they feel strongly about, which can then lead into section 7. 

Section 7: Local politics

Trainers lead discussion about problems workshop participants come across in their lives, eg litter, anti-social behaviour, lack of transport.

After discussion:

A: If you have a problem, one thing you can do is write a letter to your local council.   

Or, if no one in the group has any particular complaints:
B: We have problems where we live with…  Please help us write a letter to our council about this.
A: It would be good if everyone thought of one sentence for the letter.
Section 8: Voting Champion Election
B: Who are our voting champion volunteers??
You have 5 minutes to prepare a short speech: Vote for me because…

Give 3 reasons.  We will support you to do this.
While candidates are preparing speeches others can do a quiz **.

If you have an enthusiastic group, make a big thing out of the speeches:

1. Sit candidates at front.  Make sure that everyone can see the sheets with their symbols on.

2. Round of applause for whole group and thank them for volunteering – ask trainers what would have happened if there had been no volunteers.
3. Address each candidate in turn, ask them their name and the name of their party.  Give support if necessary.  “And why should we vote for you??”  Make sure everyone understands what they are offering.
4. Ask if the audience has any questions.

5. Sum up the 3 things the candidate is offering, and say: “If you think these things are important, then vote for this person.”

6. Round of applause for individual before moving on to next candidate. 

Set up polling station with one trainer handing out ballot papers, another helping people to vote and to put completed ballot papers in ballot box.  Encourage everyone to vote.  **Equipment list available for this.
If no volunteers, trainers stand for election so group still has experience of voting.
Section 9: Evaluation & Feedback


a) Voting Quiz **

b) Evaluation questions 
B: So we can see if you have learnt anything today, please fill in the same sheet ** with the same 5 questions from this morning.
c) Feedback forms **
B: Thank you for coming here today – it wouldn’t have been the same without you.  
We would really like to know what you thought of our workshop, so we have some feedback forms for you to fill in. They won’t take long. 
A: Before you go there are booklets and stickers to take away.  There is still time to register if you want to.
Hand out feedback forms and go through questions.
A & B to give out voting booklets and stickers if available.
